255.  JOHANNESBURG LETTER
NAIDOO'S SACRIFICE
Monday [August 3, 1908]
I am pained to have to report that Mr. Thambi Naidoo's wife
has had a miscarriage. The child was buried today. Mr. Naidoo
does not know this. But the community's obligation to him is mounting.
He left his wife's side at a difficult time and deliberately went to gaol
for the sake of the community, and this is what has happened mean-
while. Mr, Naidoo is still in gaol
It is probable that this happened because of Mr. Naidoo's having
gone to gaol. I saw Mrs. Naidoo on the same day on which he went
to gaol She was, as described by Mr. Dote, in a pathetic State. There
is hardly another woman so spirited who would face with courage a
second term of imprisonment for her husband. In any case that cannot
be expected of a woman in Mrs. Naidoo's condition,
There is no doubt that the guilt for this death must attach to the
Transvaal Government. It is because of its injustices that Indians have
to suffer in this fashion.
NAIDOO'S ASSOCIATES RELEASED
The five Indians who went to gaol along with Mr. Naidoo and whose
names were reported earlier have been released* Mr. Essop Mia and
several other leaders were present [at the gaol gates] to receive them*
Later they were treated to tea and biscuits at Mr. Essop Mia's. Fruiterers
sent [gifts of] bananas and oranges for the occasion. Speeches were
made by Mr. Essop Mia, the Moulvi Saheb^ Imam Saheb and others.
SYMPATHY FOR TILAK'S FAMILY
It was decided at this same meeting to send Mr. Tilak's family a
telegram of sympathy,1
RTTCH'S EFFORTS
Mr. Ritch has been working hard in England* A cablegram to
the effect that he has had an interview with Lord Crewe has been
received. He also states that he came away satisfied with the interview.
It appears from this that interest [in the Transvaal Indian problem]
has now been aroused in England.
* Vide "Sentence on the Great Tilak", pp. 418-9,